Dilli Chalo'!

Who doesn't remember this call from Netaji to
march to Delhi with the promise of liberation of
entire India? That was way back in 1940 just
before our Independence. It generated so much
patrictic feeling and culminated in a movement
which ultimately led to our independence

Decades later we were able to take a step
towards this dream of going to Delhi for the
cause of liberation. If at that time the crusade
was for liberation of teeming millions from the
oppressive foreign rule, our effort was to take a
step towards liberation of the souls of our
prisoners. And we chose a play Taser Desh’'
dedicated to 'MNetaji’ by none other than
Rabindranath Tagore for this purpose

The occasion was National Campaign on
Access to Justice to Prisoners organized by
Mational Legal Services Authority from
17.11.07 to 22.11.07 at New Delhi and |ITF,
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Govt of West Bengal arranged the visit of the “"Taser Desh' troupe to Delhi, on our request, for performances at
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi en 18.11.07 and at Siri Fort Auditorium, New Delhi on 19.11.07. The entire "Taser Desh’
troupe comprising 24 prisoners of Berhampore Central Correctional Home travelled by train to Delhi as free citizens
without any security arrangements for this. They were accompanied by a few correctional staff of Berhampore
Central Correctional Home and the Superintendent K.K.Pramanick. Pradip Bhattacharya, the Director of the play
also chose to travel along with the troupe with his team of assistants for the shows. There was also a team of NSHM
with their cameras in the train compartmen! for capturing the moments of joy in the lives of the 24 convicls brought
about by this excursion to Delhi. We also took 25 children of prisoners for their training as Community Social Workers
at Delhi, which was arranged by Smt. Sreerupa Mitra Choudhury, National Advisor & Programme Implementation
Head, NALSA. The troupe as also the group of prisoners’ children were accommodated at Shramik Referral Centre,
Mew Delhi and generously hosted by Smit. Sreerupa Mitra Choudhury,

The prisoners of Berhampore Central Correctional Home thus had a rare privilege of performing at lI'TF and Siri Forl
Suditorium. For the show at Pragati Maidan Open Air Theatre, 3ri Hem Pandey. Resident Commissioner, Govt of
West Bengal, Sri Anup Matilal, Director, Culture and Shri Niloy Ghosh, Director of Information were present, At Sin
Fort they performed in front of the Hon'ble Chief Justice of India, Mr. K.G.Balakrishnan, Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ashok
Bhan, Executive Chairman of NALSA, Hor'ble Mr. Justice V.5 _Sirpurkar, Judge, Supreme Court of India and Hon'ble
Mr. Justice MK, Sarma, Chief Justice of Delhi High Courl. Sri Ravi Shankar, the founder of Art of Living was a huge
attraction in the special show who was also present as the Guest of Honour, The Hon'ble Chief Justice of India
felicitated Sri Pradip Bhattacharya, the Director of the play as also all the artists. He also met the 25 children of
prisoners taken by us to Delhi for training in Community Social Work by Smt. Sreerupa Mitra Chowdhury, Mational
Advisor, MALSA. Shri Ravi Shankar presented medals to all 24 artists before the show. The effort of West Bengal
Correctional Services in imparting a sense of dignity o the prisoners through such cultural workshops and the
performances by the prisoners was widely appreciated. Thus, both the perfformances aroused considerable interast
and surprise as Delhiites had never seen such a thing before. The Police officials deployed for the security duty were
also perplexed,

We also had a special show of the play “Taser Desh” for
MNational School of Drama ai Chinmoy Mission on
20.11.07. Dr. Anuradha Kapur, the Director of Mational
School of Drama was all praise for the effort including
the concept and quality and expressed her desire for a
continuing relationship with West Bengal Correctional
Services lo support our efforl in the field of culture
therapy.

During the visil, the'Taser Desh” troupe as also the
prisoners’ children were invited to dinner by Shri
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Minister, Rural
Development, Govt of India on 20.11.07 at his
residence. They also had the privilege of calling on the 4 growur photograph with prisoners at Siri Fort Auditorium
Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Shila Dikshiton 21.11.07




